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     Humane Society of Northern Virginia
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     Advocates for Abused and Abandoned Pets 
    “PETS 4 LIFE” HUMANE EDUCATION SUMMER CAMP

      POLICY & INFORMATION HANDOUT

Summer Camp Cancellation Policy

Cancellations made 14 or more days before the start of camp on 22 June and 13 July 2026, respectively, will be refunded, less a $50 administration fee per registration.  

There will be no refunds for cancellations less than 14 days prior to the start of camp. Requests for cancellation must be made in writing and emailed to a3pdirector@gmail.com
If camp is cancelled by HSNV/A3P, all registration fees will be refunded in full.

Check-in and check-out

Campers must be checked in by a registered parent, guardian, or authorized person no later than 8:50am and picked up no later than 12:15pm for the June camp, 1:15pm for the July camp. Camp volunteers will require proof of identification for pick up. There is no before or after care offered with this summer camp.

Health policy

Signs of illness:  If your child(ren) displays any signs of illness, please keep them at home.  Campers with symptoms of infectious diseases to include common cold, influenza, respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), COVID-19, and/or gastrointestinal infections should stay home.
Parents/guardians will be required to pick up their child(ren) if they do not feel well during camp hours. It is imperative that parents/guardians are available to receive calls during camp hours.   If a child develops symptoms for infectious diseases listed in the paragraph above, the child should stay home and/or be treated at an appropriate medical facility.
Medications:  HSNV/A3P camp leaders/volunteers are unable to hold, store, or administer medications for campers. Campers need to be able to self-administer medications if attending summer camp. Camp leaders/volunteers can remind campers to take their medication.  A medical form must be completed when registering for camp.

Behavior
The “Pets 4 Life” is designed to be fun, engaging, and educational. To ensure every camper has a positive and memorable experience, the following policy addresses chronic behavior incidents, disruptions and/or safety issues. At no time will unsafe actions, or failure to abide by the rules, be tolerated.
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1. Chronic behavior or disruptive incidents occurring during summer camp will be documented and parents/guardians notified. This includes failure to follow directions, fighting, verbal abuse and/or inappropriate language.

2. If a camper endangers themselves, other campers, volunteers, or others present, the parent/guardian will be contacted.  Actions involving fighting or physical violence or use of a weapon of any type will result in immediate and permanent dismissal from the camp.
3. The use of tobacco, drugs, or alcohol is prohibited and will result in immediate dismissal.

4. It is expected every camper will comply with instructions and demonstrate respect to fellow campers, instructors, volunteers and guest speakers.

5. No refunds will be available to campers who are dismissed for behavioral reasons.

Preparing for camp

Lunch is not provided for half-day summer camp; however, snacks and juice/water will be available. Snacks will include a variety of fruit, cookies/pastries, or fruit bars. If any camper is allegoric to peanuts/nuts, that must be annotated on the registration form.

Cell phones

Campers will only be allowed to use their cell phones before and after summer camp unless otherwise permitted, such as for pictures during animal play time.

Animals

Campers will have the opportunity to interact with pets at various times during summer camp. Allergies to pets must be annotated on the registration form. All safety precautions will be taken when campers are around/handling pets.

Camp attire

Most sessions will be conducted within the rescue center. 

1. Campers will be issued “Pets 4 Life” t-shirts to wear during summer camp. 

2. Long pants/jeans are recommended as some events may be on the floor.

3. Close-toed shoes are required as some kitties like to nibble on toes.  

4. Outdoor time is limited but campers are welcome to bring sunscreen (which they must apply themselves) and head cover.

5. Campers will receive a backpack which they should bring each day.

What not to bring

1. Campers are discouraged from bringing anything of value to include money, toys, jewelry, or cell phones.

2. HSNV/A3P is not responsible for lost, damaged, or stolen equipment brought from home.  Personal hoodies, sweaters, etc., should be marked with the child’s name.

3. Weapons, drugs, tobacco or vape products, and/or alcohol will result in immediate dismissal from the camp.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What’s included in the registration fee?
The registration fee includes all materials and activities completed throughout the camp, in addition to the camp t-shirt and backpack.

Is financial aid or camp scholarships available?
HSNV/A3P is unable to provide financial support at this time. We’re hoping to offer a limited number of scholarships in the future.
How do I pay for summer camp?
Payment can be made via Venmo, Zelle, cash or PayPal.  Payment with PayPal will include an additional $5.00 for the processing fee. 
Is there a waiver for the age limit of campers?

Not at this time. The only exception may be if there are open slots immediately prior to the start of summer camp.
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